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has struck them with a large pin similar to those used by ladies
in fastening their hats and has as rapidly disappeared.
So far he has eluded pursuit, but the terror of several persons
attacked at various times has given rise to much sensation.
The police are actively engaged in the endeavour to arrest
the individual and to allay the excitement caused by this
singular mode of attack. 
May 29th. 

________________ 

NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The White Lead Commission. 
THE Commission which was appointed by the Home J

Secretary to inquire into the white lead industry and which ]
has been sitting in our city to take evidence, is at present in
Glasgow, from whence it will proceed to Sheffield and Hull.
The commission is composed of Mr. Henderson as chairman,
Messrs. Camson and Gould, factory inspectors, Dr. Dupre and
Dr. Oliver of Newcastle, as chemical and medical experts re-
spectively, whilst Mr. J. H. Tennent of the Home Office is

secretary. The work undertaken by this commission will be
extensive and the inquiry exhaustive, and it is to be hoped that
its investigations will tend to diminish the dangerous nature
of this occupation. 

-Durham Mini-2ig District.
The report of Mr. Thomas Bell, H.M.’s Inspector of Mines 

for the Durham district, has been issued. He characterises
the history of the coal trade in the county of Durham for
1892 as being one of strikes, disaster and disappointment ;
and he shows that the amount of coal raised in 1892 was
several millions of tons less than it was in 1891. At the same 
time, the Durham district shows a decrease of 1987 persons 
employed in and about the mines. The report mentions l
the establishment by the Marchioness of Londonderry of
an excellent nursing association at the Seaham and other
collieries of the Marquis of Londonderry. The object of the
association is to provide a body of trained and skilled nurses
to nurse the sick and those who may receive any accident at
their homes and to raise the standard of nursing by all means
in their power.

The Epidemic of Measles at Brampton.
The epidemic of measles at Brampton, near Carlisle, is

reported as being very serious ; during the last week nine
deaths have been reported. The mortality is principally
amongst children of from two to five years of age. There is

hardly a house in the town, where there are children, which
has escaped.

The Water-supply of Penrith.
The Penrith local board, which’,for some time has been

considering the water-supply of the town and has taken steps
to procure an adequate supply, has lately received long
reports from Mr. G. F. Deacon, the engineer, and Dr. Steven-
son, analyst. The reports are most favourable. Dr. Stevenson
speaks of some of the available sources for Penrith as

possessing the highest degree of purity. The engineer says
that one of the streams alone if tapped 1000 feet above the
sea level would be more than abundant for Penrith in the
longest recorded droughts without help, and if tapped high
up it would rarely affect the apparent volume of the stream
below.

Ambulance TVor7z in the North.
Mr. C. Clark Burman of Alnwick, as gratuitous instructing

surgeon of the railway employ&eacute;s at Alnmouth, at a public
meeting held there, has received their thanks and a pre-
sentation.

Newcastle.on-Tyne, May 31st.

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 

Tlte Lord High Commissioner at the Hospitals.
HER MAJESTY’S representative at the General Assembly of

the Church of Scotland this year has been the Marquis of
Breadalbane. He and the Marchioness have, as is usual, paid
State visits to the various hospitals and other philanthropic
institutions-the Royal Infirmary, the Royal Hospital for

Sick Children, the Hospital for Incurables, the Corstorphine
and the City convalescent hospitals being amongst those
visited.

Royal British Nurses’ Association.
An inaugural meeting of the Scottish national branch of

this association is to be held in Edinburgh on June lst,
at which it is expected Her Royal Highness Princess
Christian will preside. The scope and aims of this associa-
tion have not been made sufficiently known to the medical
men of the city to ensure their hearty cooperation, neither
has it been made sufficiently clear that the Scottish branch
is to have that complete and satisfactory autonomy which
the bulk of the profession consider absolutely essential
to their cordial participation in the scheme. It is hoped
that this unwise negligence on the part of those responsible
for the arrangements may be efficiently counteracted by
prompt action now.
May 31st. 

________________

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Royal College of Surgeons.
SiR CHARLES CAMERON will be opposed for the secretary-

ship of the College by Mr. Wheeler. For the Council there
are twenty-six candidates for nineteen vacancies. The fol-

lowing are the candidates who were not members of the out-
going Council : Mr. J. K. Barton, surgeon to the Adelaide
Hospital ; Mr. Swan, surgeon to the Orthopaedic Hospital ;
Mr. Montgomery Ward, surgeon to Mercer’s Hospital; Dr. R.
Purefoy ; Dr. John Cranny; Mr. Coppinger, surgeon to the
Mater Misericordi&aelig; Hospital ; Mr. E. Thompson, surgeon to
the Tyrone Infirmary ; and Mr. John Lentaigne, surgeon to the
Mater Misericordise Hospital. The elections will be held on
Monday, the 5th inst.

Smail-pox.
The question as to the possibility of this disease invading

Dublin has for some time past exercised the attention of the
Public Health Committee. Sir C. Cameron, Medical Super-
intendent Officer of Health, and Mr. Stafford, Inspector to the
Local Government Board, have had consultations as to the
desirability of issuing a circular advising re-vaccination and
directing attention to the necessity of vaccination, but have
arrived at the conclusion that the Local Government Board
should issue a general circular to all the sanitary authorities on
the subject. The council of the Dublin Sanitary Association
have adopted the following resolution : "That, having regard
to the fact that small-pox at present prevails in several 

English towns, some of which are in daily communication with
Dublin, this council are of opinion that it is desirable that
the public in Dublin should be warned of the danger to which
they are liable and that measures be taken to issue a notice
for this purpose."

Examiozersfor the Army Medical S’ervice.
The Provost and Senior Fellows of the University of Dublin

have adopted the following memorial to the Secretary of State
for War: "We, the Provost and Senior Fellows of Trinity
College, Dublin, desire to offer the following remarks on the
constitution of the proposed new Court of Examiners for the
Army Medical Service. We recognise fully the high qualifi-
cations of such London physicians and surgeons as may be
appointed examiners under the new system, but are of opinion
that equally qualified physicians and surgeons from important
medical centres such as Dublin and Edinburgh are entitled to
be appointed quite as well as their London colleagues. We
are of opinion that a full inquiry would show that a majority
of the army surgeons are, and have always been, educated in
the Dublin and Edinburgh Medical Schools, and that it would
be unfair to exclude the physicians and surgeons of Dublin
and Edinburgh from the office of examiners of candidates for
the Army Medical Service..,

, Healt7t of Dublin for April.
i 

As compared with March there was a diminution by nearly
one-half of the number of fatal cases of typhoid fever, but

there were slight increases in the mortality from scarlet fever,whooping-cough and diarrhcea. The unusually warm weather
which prevailed during the whole month reached most favour-
ably upon the public health. The death-rate was 3 .17 per 1COO
below the mean rate for the corresponding period in the
previous ten years.
May 30th.


